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***ASSOCIATION MEETING*** 
 

DATE:  Tuesday, May 19th, 2009 

TIME:  5:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Hastings Veterans Home 

  1200 - 18th Street East  

  Hastings, MN   

HOST:  West St. Paul VFW 

 

This meeting, which is the annual steak fry, 

provides you an opportunity to meet your fellow 

veterans and service officers.  The food is great, 

the fellowship is wonderful and the event is free. 

 

 

 

MEDAL OF HONOR DAY 
 

A bill was signed into law that designates     

March 25 of each year as Medal of Honor Day.  

The Governor will issue a proclamation in honor 

of the individuals from Minnesota who served      

in the military or naval forces of the United 

States and have received the Medal of Honor.  

The date coincides with the National 

Congressional Medal of Honor Day. 

 

 

 

GOLD STAR LICENSE PLATE 
 

The Senate Agriculture and Veterans Budget 

Omnibus Bill have recommended the creation of 

a Gold Star license plate.  Beginning in October 

2009, Public Safety will issue special motor 

vehicle plates bearing the inscription “Gold Star” 

to an applicant who is a surviving spouse or 

parent of a person who has died while serving 

honorably in active service. 

 

 

 

 

 

HONORING MILITARY CHILDREN 
 

The month of April was the “Month of the Military 

Child”. Children of service members deal with 

many issues unique to their situation.  Some 

individuals move frequently, worry about a loved 

one in harm’s way or just feel the stress of being 

separated from a parent for extended periods of 

time. All of these issues can make normal 

childhood activities, such as going to school, 

watching TV and playing with friends more 

difficult. 

 

 

BENEFITS 
 

Many veterans are hesitant to seek assistance 

and apply for benefits, as they feel like they are 

begging.  They are turned off by the prospect of 

receiving benefits, even though assistance is 

needed to pay for hearing aids or are discouraged 

by the process and paperwork involved.  This is 

your earned benefit and owed to you. 

 

 

 

NEW COMPENSATION AVAILABLE 
 

Mesothelioma, a rare cancer of the lung or the 

lining of the abdominal cavity, is caused 

exclusively by asbestos exposure.  In addition, 

lung cancer, also known as non-small cell, small 

cell, adenocarcinoma, squamous cells, large cells 

carcinoma or oat cell, can also be caused by 

asbestos or a combination of asbestos and 

smoking. 

 

Numerous asbestos companies have established 

New Compensation Trust Funds to compensate 

those who were injured as of a result of using 

asbestos-containing products.  Persons may be 

eligible to file a claim, even if they smoke.  

 

 



VA BURIAL BENEFITS 
 

As a veteran, you may qualify for burial     

benefits through the U.S. Department of Veteran 

Affairs. 

 

Veterans mistakenly believe the VA pays funeral, 

cremation and cemetery expenses for all 

veterans.  In truth, reimbursement of funeral or 

cremation expenses is limited, and certain 

restrictions apply. 

 

For more information, please visit 

www.cem.va.gov.  

 

 

 

VETS HOME DEVELOPMENT 
 

What could be the county’s first supportive 

housing, on the grounds of a state Veterans 

Administration location, could soon go up in 

Hastings. 

 

The goal of the development is to create 60-unit 

supportive housing units for veterans to live 

independently after being discharged from long-

term care facilities.  Since it’s on the grounds of 

the vets’ home, supportive services would still be 

made available for the residents who want them. 

 

The development would primarily be             

one-bedroom apartments, however, the 

apartment layouts are flexible and could be 

changed into studio and two bedroom apartments 

to suit the needs of the residents. 

 

The development will give preference to 

veterans, but if it’s not filled by vets, members of 

the public will be allowed to live there as well. 

 

The plan is to put the project out for bids April 1, 

with construction beginning in early summer. 

 

 

 
 

DAKOTA COUNTY  

VETERAN SERVICE  
STATISTICS 

 

Veteran Population 29,974 

Total Expenditure $95,912 

Compensation and Pension $46,081 

Education & Vocational 

Rehabilitation/Employment 

$2,886 

Insurance Indemnities $1,925 

Medical Care $45,019 

Unique Patients $5,675 

 

Expenditures in $000s. 

 

Veteran population estimate as of September 30, 

2008 by the VA Office of the Actuary (VetPop 

2007).   

 

 

 

PROUDLY FLY YOUR FLAG 
 

Flying the U.S. flag makes a strong statement of 

support for our country and those who have 

fought and currently fight for our freedoms. 

 

With Memorial Day, Flag Day and July 4th coming 

up soon, below are helpful guidelines to properly 

display the flag: 

 

 Traditional guidelines call for displaying 

the flag in public only from sunrise to 

sunset.  However, the flag may be 

displayed at all times if it’s illuminated 

during darkness 

 It should be displayed often, but 

especially on national and state holidays 

and special occasions.  When displayed on 

a float in a parade, the flag should be 

hung from a staff or suspended so it falls 

freely 

 When displayed flat against the wall or on 

a speaker’s platform, the flag should be 

above and behind the speaker with the 

union on the left side as the audience 

looks at it 

 

For additional information, please visit 

www1.va.gov/opa/feature/celebrate/flagdisp.asp. 

 

 

http://www.cem.va.gov/
http://www1.va.gov/opa/feature/celebrate/flagdisp.asp


UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 On the 2nd Thursday of each month at the 

Ft. Snelling History Center, there is a 

presentation on various topics about 

World War II.  The topics are varied. 

 May, June and July  

  Remember the Fallen Tribute 

 May 14 and 15 

  Symposium to Explore History of  

  the Glider during WW II 

 May 16  

  The Old Glory Run 

 May 19 and 20  

  MACV Stand Down 

 May 27 

  Veterans Career Fair  

 June 13  

  Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 

 August 9  

  All Heroes Parade 

 

For further details on the above listed events, 

visit www.mdva.state.mn.us/Events/. 

 

 

 

PROPERTY TAX VALUATION 
 

Valuation notices for 2009 market values were 

mailed the first week in March.  There was 

approximately $800,000 property tax savings for 

disabled veterans and surviving spouses. 

 

The program provided an annual market value 

exclusion of up to $300,000 on homestead 

property of a qualifying disabled veteran. 

 

Qualifying veterans with a 70 percent disability 

rating or higher are eligible for a market value 

exclusion of $150,000.  The application must be 

made annually. 

 

Qualifying veterans who are totally (100 percent) 

and permanently disabled are eligible for a 

market value exclusion of $300,000.  There is no 

need to reapply, unless your rating has changed. 

 

Applications must be made by July 1 to qualify 

for the exclusion 2009 assessment, which will 

then affect your taxes payable in 2010. 

 

INTERNAL REVENUE CODE  

FEDERAL CONFORMITY 
 

On April 3rd, the Governor signed into law a bill 

updating the federal definition of taxable income. 

The bill adopts all of the federal changes to 

taxable income effective back to when the federal 

changes became effective. 

 

 

DAKOTA COUNTY 

VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE 
 

The staff at Dakota County Veteran Services 

provides advice and assistance for veterans or 

their families filing claims for state and/or federal 

benefits, social security supplement income 

benefits, and other public and private programs. 

 

Our mission is to act as an advocate and provide 

resources to the veterans of Dakota County, their 

families and survivors by assisting them in 

getting the benefits they are entitled to under the 

law. 

 

For questions, please contact the West St.        

Paul office from 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m., Monday 

through Friday.  We are available in Apple Valley 

and Hastings by appointment only.  Please call 

(651) 554-5601 to schedule an appointment at 

any of these locations. 

 

Please visit Dakota County’s website at 

www.co.dakota.mn.us as it offers citizens 

additional ways to learn about county 

government issues.  Visitors can also sign up to 

receive updates via e-mail. 

 

To sign up to receive e-mail updates or to be 

removed from this service, please go to 

www.co.dakota.mn.us/eNews. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mdva.state.mn.us/Events/
http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/
http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/eNews


 

"BIVOUAC OF THE DEAD" 

The muffled drum's sad roll has 

beat 

The soldier's last tattoo; 

No more on life's parade shall 

meet 

That brave and fallen few. 

On Fame's eternal camping-

ground 

Their silent tents are spread, 

And Glory guards, with solemn 

round, 

The bivouac of the dead. 

No rumor of the foe's advance 

Now swells upon the wind; 

Nor troubled thought at midnight 

haunts 

Of loved ones left behind; 

No vision of the morrow's strife 

The warrior's dream alarms; 

No braying horn nor screaming 

fife 

At dawn shall call to arms. 

Their shriveled swords are red 

with rust, 

Their plumed heads are bowed, 

Their haughty banner, trailed in 

dust, 

Is now their martial shroud. 

And plenteous funeral tears have 

washed 

The red stains from each brow, 

And the proud forms, by battle 

gashed 

Are free from anguish now. 

The neighing troop, the flashing 

blade, 

The bugle's stirring blast, 

The charge, the dreadful 

cannonade, 

The din and shout, are past; 

Nor war's wild note nor glory's 

peal 

Shall thrill with fierce delight 

Those breasts that nevermore 

may feel 

The rapture of the fight. 

Like the fierce northern hurricane 

That sweeps the great plateau, 

Flushed with the triumph yet to 

gain, 

Came down the serried foe, 

Who heard the thunder of the fray 

Break o'er the field beneath, 

Knew well the watchword of that 

day 

Was "Victory or death!" 

Long had the doubtful conflict 

raged 

O'er all that stricken plain, 

For never fiercer fight had waged 

The vengeful blood of Spain; 

And still the storm of battle blew, 

Still swelled the gory tide; 

Not long, our stout old chieftain 

knew, 

Such odds his strength could 

bide. 

Twas in that hour his stern 

command 

Called to a martyr's grave 

The flower of his beloved land, 

The nation's flag to save. 

By rivers of their father's gore 

His first-born laurels grew, 

And well he deemed the sons 

would pour 

Their lives for glory too. 

For many a mother's breath has 

swept 

O'er Angostura's plain -- 

And long the pitying sky has wept 

Above its moldered slain. 

The raven's scream, or eagle's 

flight, 

Or shepherd's pensive lay, 

Alone awakes each sullen height 

That frowned o'er that dread fray. 

Sons of the Dark and Bloody 

Ground 

Ye must not slumber there, 

Where stranger steps and 

tongues resound 

Along the heedless air. 

Your own proud land's heroic soil 

Shall be your fitter grave; 

She claims from war his richest 

spoil -- 

The ashes of her brave. 

Thus 'neath their parent turf they 

rest, 

Far from the gory field, 

Borne to a Spartan mother's 

breast 

On many a bloody shield; 

The sunshine of their native sky 

Smiles sadly on them here, 

And kindred eyes and hearts 

watch by 

The heroes sepulcher. 

Rest on embalmed and sainted 

dead! 

Dear as the blood ye gave; 

No impious footstep shall here 

tread 

The herbage of your grave; 

Nor shall your glory be forgot 

While fame her records keeps, 

Or Honor points the hallowed spot 

Where Valor proudly sleeps. 

Yon marble minstrel's voiceless 

stone 

In deathless song shall tell, 

When many a vanquished ago has 

flown, 

The story how ye fell; 

Nor wreck, nor change, nor 

winter's blight, 

Nor Time's remorseless doom, 

Shall dim one ray of glory's light 

That gilds your deathless tomb. 

 

For more information on Memorial Day, visit www1.va.gov/opa/speceven/memday/index.asp. 

http://www1.va.gov/opa/speceven/memday/index.asp

